
Autumn 2 - 2026
What we are learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage
Topic: Celebrations
	English
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Key Books: 
So Much by Trish Cooke
Happy Birthday Maisie by Lucy Cousins
Information books about seasons and celebrations.
The children will listen to and discuss these stories, enhancing their understanding through activities like retelling and role play. We will talk about how the characters in our stories feel. We will be enjoying rhymes, poems and stories every day!
Phonics
We will be continuing to learn Set 1 letter sounds: m, a, s, d, t, i, n, p, g, o, c, k, u, b, f, e, l, h, r, j, v, y, w, z, x, sh, th, ch, qu, ng, nk, ss, ff, ll, ck. We will be blending these sounds orally with Fred the frog to make words, eg c-a-t, blended out loud as ‘cat’, and starting to blend sounds to read, eg the letters p-o-t read and blended as the word ‘pot’. 
The children will be continuing to learn to hold a pencil correctly and practising writing letters to secure correct letter formation. They will also start to write dictated words, by segmenting to spell and writing the sounds they hear. 
All of this work on writing will be underpinned by lots of activities to develop both their gross motor skills and their fine motor control. We would love for you to send in any drawing or writing from home to share. 

	Mathematics
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During the second half of the Autumn term, the children will be describing and comparing ‘flat’ 2d and ‘solid’ 3d shapes, thinking about their properties- eg which shapes can roll, which have straight sides. We will also be looking at 2d shapes in different orientations.
We will be learning about finding one more or one less than a given number within 5, using real objects and pictures, and telling ‘one more’ or ‘one less’ number stories. We will also be counting forwards and backwards within 5, and representing numbers on five and ten frames. The children will then learn about number bonds to 5. They will put objects into 2 groups using a part-whole model to represent the groups and the bonds to 5. We will also look at how we use positional and directional language to describe where an object is. The children will also have daily opportunities to focus on exploring Maths throughout their play both indoors and out, to help develop a deep understanding. 

	Understanding the World
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The Natural World 
This half term we will explore the natural world, describing what we see, hear, and feel during outdoor activities. Children will draw pictures of their observations and continue to incorporate natural autumnal objects in their mud kitchen play. The children will also be planting daffodil bulbs ready for Spring. We will be continuing to notice seasonal change and its effect on the natural environment around us and on the weather. We are hoping for some windy weather to enjoy, and some puddles to investigate!
Past & Present, and People, Culture & Communities
The children will be sharing their own experience of celebrations – eg birthdays, bonfire night, Diwali, Eid Ul Fitr, Hannukah, Christmas – and starting to find out about a range of different religious and cultural celebrations. We will hold a birthday party in class for Maisy Mouse, linked to our work in English. 
We will also be starting to understand some of the lives of the people around us and their roles in society, like Frank, our crossing patrol man.

	Key Vocabulary
Fiction, story, non-fiction, information, beginning, middle, end, speech bubble, letter, card, list, menu, instructions, invitation, party, celebration
Dear../ To …
Love from..

	Key Vocabulary
Number names, count, forwards, backwards, more than, less than, one more than, one less than, first, then, now, order, parts, whole, part-whole model, circle, square, triangle, rectangle, straight, curve, corner, odd one out, same, different, in, on, below, under, above, in front of, behind, next to, up, down, across
	Key Vocabulary
Celebration, festival, fireworks, bonfire night, Diwali, Eid, Christmas, Hannukah, diva, barfi, Hindu, Sikh, Muslim, Christian, Jewish, religion, mandir, gurdwara, mosque, church, synagogue, birthday, party, tradition, decorations.
Days of the week, autumn, winter, spring, summer.



	Personal, Social & Emotional Development
We will be supporting the children to recognise and name a range of feelings and to begin to consider the feelings of others. 
With support, the children will be encouraged to ‘use their words’ to negotiate with others, to avoid conflict, and to share and take turns.
We will be learning about keeping safe in Road Safety Week, and about how we get on with others in Anti-Bullying Week.
We will be encouraging the children to be willing to ‘have a go’ at different activities, and to begin to build resilience when things might not work out the way they expect.
We will also revisit the children’s ‘Fab 5’ people they could talk to if they were worried about something. 
	Communication and Language
The children will continue to develop their listening skills in a variety of ways, including listening to stories and music, and responding to questions by listening to and talking with a talk partner. We will continue to model, and encourage the children to use, social phrases, such as ‘Good morning.’
We will be encouraging the children to speak in full sentences, and to use a voice that can be heard clearly by others. They will learn to build on what others have said.  The children will be continuing to learn a range of rhymes, poems and songs, and new vocabulary linked to books, topics and activities.

	Physical 
Development
The children will take part in activities which will develop fundamental movement skills such as running, jumping and skipping. They will also enjoy lots of large movement outside using equipment such as space hoppers, brushes and rollers, climbing equipment, spades and large crates. 
The children will continue to develop control over tools such as scissors, paint brushes and pencils, and will begin to secure a tripod grip when holding a pencil, with the reminder to ‘pinch, pinch, pinch your pencil’. We will be encouraging the children to become more adept at using their cutlery at lunchtime, and to manage their lunch tray with confidence. We will also be encouraging the children to become increasingly independent with coat zips, buttons and gloves, and this is an area you can really support with at home.
	Expressive Arts and Design
We will be continuing to explore malleable materials like clay and salt dough, and we will create firework pictures using chalks and paint. We will find out about Rangoli patterns at Diwali.
Children will have a wide variety of opportunities to express themselves at school.  They will be able to engage in role-play and small-world play, creating narratives with other children using puppets and toys. They will also be able to construct using various materials, such as our wooden blocks, tyres and crates, Lego and Mobilo, and empty boxes and yogurt pots. Therefore, we kindly request ongoing donations of junk modelling materials (clean pots, boxes, etc.) to be brought into school. Thank you!
Please make sure no donated boxes have contained nut products. 



	Here are some suggestions of the kind of books you may wish to read with your child to support their learning this term:
	Here are some suggestions of how you can help with your child’s learning this half term:

	· Tales From Acorn Wood by Julia Donaldson
· Kipper’s Birthday by Mick Inkpen
· Binny’s Diwali by Thrity Umrigar
· Stick Man by Julia Donaldson
· Mog’s Christmas Calamity by Judith Kerr
· One Snowy Night by Nick Butterworth
· Yuk! by Kes Gray
· Full, Full, Full of Love by Trish Cooke
· You Choose by Nick Sharratt
· Books with a strong rhythm and rhyme eg Elephant Wellyphant by Nick Sharratt, or rhyming books by Julia Donaldson
· Books your children love – it really doesn’t matter if they keep requesting an old favourite!



	· Practise their Read, Write Inc Phonics sounds with them as often as you can, and access the RWI phonics links for your child’s group which we send in the bulletin each Friday
· Visit the library - sign your child up as a member if they are not already
· Share the library book your child brings home from school each week – finding a short time for a bedtime story, or a story at any time, is so beneficial for your child.
·  Discuss how your family celebrate birthdays, weddings and other meaningful celebrations- eg Diwali, Eid or Christmas 
· Play with construction toys like Lego, or squishy materials like playdough, pastry or plasticene (all developing finger strength and dexterity)
· What shapes, colours and numbers can you spot on your walk to school?
· Take the opportunity to count as you are doing things – eg steps as you climb the stairs, cutlery, food items
· Sing number songs together, like ‘5 in the bed’ or ‘5 green bottles’
· Support your child in becoming independent with coat fastenings
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